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Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thank you for this invitation to speak today.

I.  Introduction

As you have all witnessed, the term “Alchemy” has been defined several times during the last few days of this conference.  

In some ways, the attention given to define Alchemy represents, in my view, a genuine desire by all of us to create an agreed framework for a more comprehensive debate on an issue of fundamental importance.

Not that there should only be one unique definition of, or one single approach to, Alchemy.  This is simply not possible.  The idea, I believe, is to be able to point towards the true fundamentals of Alchemy for this new millennium.

As you are aware, within the general public, including some religious groups, Alchemy remains a source of great confusion.

In particular, you would not be surprised to observe that the term Alchemy for the common person on the streets has positive and negative connotations.  

Not long ago, I mentioned to one of my relatives that I was to speak at the International Alchemy Conference.  He raised his eyebrows and mumbled a few words that sounded like “what in the world is happening to Alfredo”.  

Alchemy is seen as something outside the mainstream of daily life.  This is to say, as if Alchemy were not an intimate dimension of our selves.

A.  The Conference’s Objectives.  Before I continue with this presentation, let me bring you back, once again to the main objectives of this international conference:

1. To restore the multi-level forms of wisdom and power to benefit the public at large.

2. To akddress practical and spiritual dimensions that can be applied to life, relationships, work, society and the planet at large.

3. To invoke global transformation.

4. To revive ancient wisdom.

5. To show applicability, universality and transformative powers.

It is up to us to decide whether we have accomplished those objectives.  Also, it is us who need to realize that this is not a set of trivial objectives.   It is clear that there are major trade-offs when attempting to attain them.  

As we close this great conference, it is essential that all of our messages shared during this International Conference be clear, well understood and, in the end, applied, so that we assist in resolving the so many structural and recurrent problems facing humanity.

It would be a real tragedy that we go out of this conference the same way we came in.  To me, this conference has been about a fundamental change in the road towards a new destiny of humanity.

Thus, as we cross the door that’s separates us from the rest of the world, we must feel deep inside us that we are to make a difference.  It is essential that indeed we contribute substantially to shift the self destructive path we are in right now. 

B.  The Presentation: At A Glance.  In closing this conference, my presentation is only about one dimension of the Alchemy which defines and sustains all forms of life in this new millennium.  The main theme of these closing remarks is 

“THE ALCHEMY OF OUR COLLECTIVE EXISTENCE AND

INTERDEPENDENT DESTINY”

The emphasis is on our collective existence –term “collective”-- and how this collective existence leads towards a fully interdependent destiny.  

Our origin and destination are now marked by the collective nature of life.

This does not invalidate our individual Alchemy.  However, our individuality or individualism per-se will not fully unfold without its collective intakes.

II. Definitions and Three Important Dimensions
Today, my intention is not to give yet another definition of Alchemy.  

However, it would be important to capture some essential ingredients that form the basis of a New Alchemy that will guide humanity today and in the future.  

Of the several ingredients given to the definitions of Alchemy, I would like all of us to embrace two fundamental ones: 

“Alchemy as the art of transformation”, and 

“Alchemy as the process needed to embrace the primordial principles of individual and collective change”.

Thus, the emphasis of my presentation will be on:

1. “The art of transformation”; 

2. “The primordial principles”; and 

3. “The individual and collective change”.  

A. The Art of Transformation.  It is so important to understand the art of transformation, particularly when humanity is going through so much uncertainty today.  It is essential to enter into a process of self-realization of this art of transformation if we are to eliminate world poverty, environmental destruction, human insecurity and war and conflict, to name a few.  

Just based on what we experience today, it is evident that we do not master the true art of collective transformation.  This is why we must understand this Conference as a powerful guide to a different paradigm of transformation.

And, we have to give some important priority to “the art of human transformation”.  This is essential, if Alchemy will be embraced and be supported by everyone in our societies.  

Alchemy is not just transformation inside a laboratory.  The true laboratory is the individual and collective minds, bodies and souls of each and every sentient being inhabiting this Planet.

This is why Alchemy embraces and involves a serious attention to the economic, social, and environmental laboratories and realities we face today.

It is here where we are to emphasize the importance to address both our material transformation and our spiritual transformation.

Furthermore, we have to recognize and to be able to operate our outer laboratory (ies) and our inner laboratory (ies).  

Like many of you, I have come to the realization that these two sets of laboratories are inseparable.  They are two dimensions of the same universal Alchemy.

B. The Primordial Principles.  It is essential we understand and operate Alchemy like a unique space (plane) of primordial transformation and, thus, we must leave this conference with a clear view that Alchemy is born at our most primordial level of existence.

However, as this primordial level is defined in many ways, the most effective ways to enter into our primordial transformation may differ depending upon a number of important golden rules guiding humanity at any given point in time.  

For example, in The Era of Aquarius the art of transformation is not just about knowing or having or doing, but it is also about BEING.

This is the era of self and collective experience.  Thus, what is primordial is also to be experienced and self realized.

Unfortunately, at a more practical level, for some people the existence of this primordial transformation is mainly based on such dimensions as the satisfaction of our needs for food and shelter; e.g., our basic needs.  

Nevertheless, there are others who understand the term primordial as more related to the transformations at the chemical, physical and biological levels.  Naturally, this is also true.

However, for others, our primordial existence takes place at the level of the five elements of life: air, water, space, earth and fire. 

Equally, it is not less important to acknowledge those who define the primordial level of existence as the level of the SPIRIT.  

One could go on and on with more subtle levels of our existence: like the primordial principles that govern the ultimate source of life.  

But, the issue is not just to identify these levels of primordial Alchemy but to be able to fully self-realize their existence in all we do within the realms of this material life.

So, during the moment of closing this Conference it would not be out of line, for example, to ask about how one would define these primordial principles.

For example, when Quantum Physics discovers that the ultimate source of matter is non-matter, it is essential for us to decide whether we are to adopt the Alchemy of matter or the Alchemy of non-matter, or both, and why?  

Is it relevant for us the Alchemy of Origin or the Alchemy of Destination?  Shall we find the rules and the fundamental keys needed just to explain the origins of transformation or, also, find those rules and keys that will open the gate to end up where our true destiny really is?

In particular, If our ultimate reality is material and spiritual, should we embrace the Alchemy of materiality or of spirituality, or both? Why? 

If our human interactions are individual and collective, should we address the Alchemy of individualism or the Alchemy of our collective interdependent existence?

What is primordial?  Who defines what constitutes a Primordial Alchemy?

This is not easy to explain in the abstract and, thus, an example may be convenient here. 

A practical example is that of human healing (there is nature’s healing too). 

Many of us are some how involved in healing (as different from curing).  We are involved in either healing people or healing nature. 

In my experience, it is clear that healing may take place at many different levels (layers).

Healing is a spiritual, subtle, and more interconnected phenomenon.  Healing depends on my state of reality as well as on the state of reality of other human beings and sentient beings.  When people state that they want to heal from their inner anger, it is not only about them, as separate from the rest of the world.  It is about all of us.  If one is angry at something or someone, most invariably, the phenomena involve more than just one person.  This is important to understand, because while to cure may be possible at a given moment (depends on you), the healing may require the actions of other people or of an infinite number of sentient beings.  Or, for healing to take place we may be required to connect at many different levels of our existence.

When I say “different levels of our existence”, I mean that healing is not just a physically, well defined, or localized phenomenon, like curing actually is.  This implies that we are to acknowledge the fact that the healing process is far beyond just a material state of existence.  

Healing manifests in an infinite and unbounded plane of existence. This is why many causes of illnesses or suffering you are experiencing today may have a cause which originated in this lifetime, or it may have been something coming from previous life times.  This situation demands a special Alchemy.

Healing does not always take place in the ‘relative’; but rather it is placed in the ‘absolute’.  This is why spirituality is important and the corresponding spiritual practices like yoga, meditation, prayer and contemplation.  These practices allow us to tap into the unbounded and enter into the spaces of our inner laboratories.  Those spiritual practices help us to create spiritual spaces, which are essential to a healing process.  This is a crucial message based on the Law of Spiritual Space: “all states of being occupy space.”  Alchemy is about the creation and allocation of those spiritual spaces.

Anger occupies space, and does it to such an extent that those who are really angry often say: “Stop it, I cannot take it any more”.  I believe we are all familiar with that expression or that experience.  

With the same token, the healing process may require that you experience some states of being.  To heal you or to heal others, one may be required to self-realize love and compassion.  You may be required to experience interdependence and interconnectedness.  You may be required to experience caring and sharing of others. 

Otherwise, if you never self realize those states of being you will never be able to heal.  

Let me add another dimension to these conceptual issues.  The healing may be immersed and embraced within yourself alone or it may require the experiencing many dimensions of your collective existence, like the importance of interdependence with others.  

The Pyramids of Healing.  This image of the pyramid is just to illustrate two complementary concepts and understandings.  I will focus on two pyramids today.  

I. The first pyramid understands that problems and solutions are organized in a pyramidal fashion (similar to knowledge).  At the bottom of the pyramid we find only problems and very few, if any, solutions.  Thus, if we are in search of solutions, we need to climb to another step of that pyramid.  The solution demands a higher state of consciousness.  A higher state of knowledge.  When one forces the solution on to the same stage of the problem, only conflict arises.  
It is important to note that there are some universal states that, once self realized, one can heal practically everything.  These are the self realization of love and compassion.  The source of healing is indeed the self realization of compassion.  Compassion and love are at the top of the pyramid.  At the top of the pyramid there are no problems, only solutions.  

II. The second pyramid refers to some graphical way to illustrate a hierarchy that exists in the healing process.  This is only used as an instrument of speech as, in the end; there is no hierarchy to talk about.  It is used here only to illustrate. 

· The first level represents the role of the intellect in the healing process.  

· The second level involves the system of emotions.  

· The third level brings the basic elements of life (water, fire, earth, wind and space.)

· The fourth level embodies the level of spiritual healing.  

· The fifth level involves the work on the person’s Akashic Files.

These levels constitute different possibilities for attaining the primordial essence of Alchemy.

C. The Alchemy of Individual and Collective Change. Finally, it is fundamental to focus on those primordial principles that are at the core of our collective existence and have become the powerful force underlying our interdependent destiny.  

To recognize the Alchemy of our collective nature as a human race is perhaps the most important contribution this closing statement may offer to all of you; i.e., to recognize explicitly the Alchemy of our collective existence, collective enlightenment, collective salvation, collective destiny, and collective interactions.

For the moment, humanity remains within a very powerful process of constant reinforcement of individualistic and materialistic principles of primordial exchange and behaviour.

Thus, one main conclusion I would like to share with you is that we must focus entirely on The Alchemy of Human Transformation (AHT), and address the question of what are the primordial principles that would lead into the right forms of individual and collective change.

We do know from past experience that such a change conforms to a dynamic and ever evolving ‘spiral’ of material and spiritual transformations.  Thus, the Alchemy, of the material and the non-material dimensions of our lives, is in constant change and transformation.  

This is why this conference has spoken about the traditional and the spiritual alchemy.  These are two rather inseparable forms of alchemy.

Our interdependent nature arises from all forms of human interactions and experiences, which have been recorded in many different ways, via our wisdom, memory, intelligence, vision, intent, symbols, behaviour, effort, compassion and inner power. 

These states of being are to be self-realized, embracing individual and collective forms of human interactions.   

I insist on the term “human interactions” because the only context for Alchemy is in our human interactions.

These collective forms are material and spiritual; human and social; particular and universal; etc.  In essence, True Alchemy is One.
D. The Alchemy of the Content and Alchemy of the Container.  Complementing the three dimensions stated above –i.e., the art of transformation, the primordial principles, and the alchemy of individual and collective change—it is important to briefly pay attention to two inseparable forms of Alchemy: The Alchemy of the Content (ourselves), and the Alchemy of the Container (Natural Environment).  
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Alchemy is not only about us but also is about the Alchemy of Nature, Mother Earth, our planet and all that contains us.  This is not a semantic issue.  

The Alchemy of Nature is the essence of Natural Law.  It is the essence of all that surrounds us.  This is not inert or dead.  It is alive and extremely dynamic.

Judging by the level of environmental destruction, we can see how little attention has been paid to the Alchemy of the Container.  In fact, most of our foods that are produced in that container are contaminated, devalued in terms of vitamins and nutrients, and of little positive impact in our lives (e.g., obesity is not the right Alchemy).  

The air we breathe and the water we drink are also highly contaminated.  Many illnesses are the result of these forms of contaminations.  Even the different forms of urbanization, infrastructure, and physical materials constitute a threat to human lives.

III. A Fundamental Question

Before we end with this conference, we are to address at least one fundamental question:

“Is Alchemy subject to evolution?”

Here, we have two possible answers.  

One, the answer is NO.  This is to say that one conceives Alchemy as a state that would not be or, simply, is not subject to evolution.  

This would suggest that all our efforts should concentrate on the recovery or the rescuing of any missing link and/or of every possible piece that is somewhere missing in our different systems of existence.  

In addition, this answer says that Alchemy represents a static code.  That it is a rigid “thing” and that it contains a series of non-modifiable or unchangeable set of primordial rules.  

In other words, these rules are not subject to change.  Also, that all the rules are, by definition, universal and applicable everywhere and to everyone. 

But, saying NO, in sum, means that Alchemy is not subject to transformation and change.

Two, the answer is YES.  If the answer is YES, many options begin to appear in front of our eyes.  

Perhaps, the best way to illustrate these options is via registering in our souls a series of subsidiary questions:

· What is the context of, the yardstick against which, and the main engine of such an evolution and, thus, what are its linkages to the processes of human transformation?

· How do we capture the fundamentals of this evolutionary process?

· Where is this evolution going and, thus, how can we capture the real new meaning of Alchemy in this New Millennium?

· What are the characteristics and road signs associated with Alchemy for this New Millennium?
It is my experience that Alchemy evolves all the time, in spite of the universal character of some of its components.  As it has been said, the only reason and meaning of Alchemy is in our human life.  It is our human material life and human spiritual life. 

Also, Alchemy only makes sense within the context of all forms of human interactions.  This is to say, interactions with one self, with other humans, with nature, and with all sentient beings.

Thus, if the context around Alchemy is in constant evolution, Alchemy cannot be frozen.  It has to evolve as well.

The evolution of our external environment is the main reason why it is relevant to address carefully what nurtures (a) the art of transformation and (b) the forces behind the Alchemy of economics, business and public policy. 

Experience demonstrates that the Alchemy associated to those processes is individualistic and egotistic in nature, with a strong universal and widespread character (i.e., globalized). 

These patterns of Material Alchemy –embedded in notions of material scarcity on the way towards the satisfaction of human material needs-- must be changed, and a new Alchemy must emerge today.  

This change is to be nurtured by higher levels of collective consciousness and by a greater awareness of our power of interdependence:  (a) human interdependence, (b) nature’s interdependence and (c) spiritual interdependence (see below).  

First Trilogy.  These forms of interdependence define the first trilogy of The New Alchemy, which enables us to create a human destiny with less poverty, environmental destruction, war and conflict and human insecurity.  

Furthermore, alongside, there is a Global Alchemy emerging to enable a Global Being to rise from the ashes of individualism.  This Global Being is someone who has the ability to become the other without losing its own identity.
Second Trilogy.  This trilogy must be organically complemented by a second trilogy: the union of body, mind and spirit.  

As everything else, this trilogy has evolved rapidly over the years, and we must be aware of the fact that we are now to give a special emphasis to the sacredness of our body geometry.  The New Alchemy is rooted more in the Alchemy of the human body, which has been neglected for too many centuries.  It is in the human body where the union of the mind and spirit will seat and will project itself during this millennium.

In many ways, it is essential that we pay lots of attention to the Alchemy of the human body.  This is not just about a physical body and its Alchemy, but it is about the Alchemy of many bodies: astral, electric, mystic, emotional … Wisdom, compassion, and inner power will be self-realized via all of our bodies.  These bodies represent the vehicles towards full self realization, these bodies represent the means towards human transformation related objectives, and these bodies will become important carriers of all forms of transformations.

As we end this conference, it is essential that we have in mind the fundamental question.  

Let us not look at the Alchemy of the past.  It will simply not fit the picture and a lot of time will be wasted at a moment in human history when we are so full of complex challenges.

Nevertheless the ultimate question begs yet another question, I will address right now: What is Alchemy for?

Assuming that we all agree with what Alchemy is all about, and that we also agree with the fact that Alchemy is subject to evolution, then, we must ask ourselves what Alchemy is for.

Is this an affair of only alchemists?  Is this just a practice of “something” that is to be done inside chemical laboratories?

The answer to this question may go without saying, but I need to make it explicit.  Alchemy is for everyone, everything, and everywhere.  There is nothing in human life that it is outside the domain of transformation.  Nothing is permanent, all is subject to change.  Every change has its kid pro quo.   Every change has its Alchemy.  All that exists has causes and conditions and these, in turn, have their own Alchemy.

· Alchemy is for our material transformation as well as for our spiritual transformation.

· Alchemy is very important in our intellectual as well as emotional existence.

· Alchemy is essential in human relations, organizational formation and all that humans do in business, government and in sector-based activities (e.g., education, health, nutrition, shelter, agriculture, industries, and transport).

· Alchemy is essential in physics, chemistry, biology and all the natural sciences.

· Alchemy is how the engine is supposed to work, and vibration is supposed to emerge.

· Alchemy is the essence of creation, evolution and all forms of existence.

Alchemy is all and all is Alchemy.

Now that I have said it, I like to move on the most important spiritual laws governing The Alchemy of Healing The Earth.

IV. The Alchemy To Heal The World: Restoring 10 Spiritual Laws.

The world is hurting. The world is hurting because we have violated some fundamental spiritual laws. Thus, the healing of the world requires the re-establishment of those laws.

In a recent book, I identify ten fundamental laws to heal the world.  These are:

First, The Law of Spiritual Space. This law states that every state of being occupies space. This means that we need to work at creating the necessary spaces for each state of being we would like to realize. In particular, it is essential that we create the spaces for love and compassion. That we prepare for love and compassion; otherwise it will be impossible to become loving and compassionate. This is why it is so important to pray, contemplate, meditate and do many other practices. 

Second, The Law Of Karma. This law states that all phenomena depends on causes and conditions, otherwise nothing can actually exist. Thus, the attention is placed on the causes and conditions, more than on the actual manifestation of them. Others have defined this law, as the law of cause and effect, just to say that whatever you do it will have some important effects to take care of. Others define this law as the one where all our actions need to balance out. This is to say, if I do bad, then I need to do the opposite to compensate for the bad I have done. 

Third, The Law of Total Interdependence. This law states that nothing is independent of the rest, that our lives are intricately and intimately linked to each other. Nothing can exist without being part of a total whole and holistic reality, which is much larger than oneself. Thus, whatever I do, I am affecting my neighbour. These actions may be material or non-material, like thinking, and other subtle actions we may incur. In practical terms, we see the impacts of globalization on every one’s life, so what happens in one area of the world has immediate repercussions everywhere else in the world. 

Fourth, The Law of Inclusion/Universality. This law states that nobody and nothing can be excluded of any human activity, even if that activity seems to be separate and isolated from the rest of the world. This law is based on the infinite space where the spiritual existence takes place. It is only in the world of matter that we have the illusion, or the error of the intellect that seems to indicate that one person is separate from the other, or that one person can be excluded from the other. Exclusion is one of the huge problems in the creation of a global collective.

Fifth, The Law of The Feminine. This law states we cannot eliminate the feminine dimension of our lives, either as a man or as a woman. It is the feminine energy that is at the foundation of human transformation in this millennium. It is the feminine that will enable humanity to find a new identity, a new road map towards a better future, and a set of practices to accelerate our self-realization processes. The equilibrium among the world energies has been lost and the great imbalances have to be corrected in the existence of both men and women. 

Sixth, The Law Of Simplicity. This law states that spirituality is extremely simple. Not simplistic. This means that all its dimensions and instruments are simple. If one is on the complicated path, then, for sure it is not spirituality. This law is needed because simplicity is tantamount of innocence, which is essential to realize various States of Being. This innocence opens the door to purity and to the realization of the fullness of emptiness. It is the foundation of ethics and morals.

Seventh, The Law of Exactitude . This law states that spirituality is not a fluffy thing. It is not something that it is malleable and subject to personal opinions. The way to love and compassion is precise. The self-realization of compassion is exact and not something that it is at the will of each individual. Many people think that the subjective is synonym of being imprecise. But, it is not. Many of the religious and spiritual congregations have their disciplines, and there is a lot of exactitude in those disciplines. 

Eight, The Law of Service (Seva). This law states that one of the fastest and most effective ways to spiritual realization (enlightenment) is through service to others. The Indians call this Seva. This is why we see so many people who are genuinely devoting their lives to service. 

Ninth, the Law of Diversity. This law states that in the realm of the spirit nothing is wasted and that all, in its infinite variety and diversity, forms a holistic and very strong union. Uniformity is not part of the spiritual paradigm. Everyone and everything has its purpose and its contribution to make. And, the spirit manifests at the gross level in many shapes, colours, textures and sounds. They all respond to important ways to unfold reality in the material world. Thus, the strength is in maximum diversity to hold the material and spiritual union.

Tenth, The Law of Self-Identity. This law states that every human being, sentient being and holy being, play a very well orchestrated role and, therefore, all of us have a unique identity. As we take material form, this identity may be found in each person’s mission on Earth. This identity is essential in defining the purpose of life and giving flesh to a major road map of each individual’s life. It is impossible to BE without BEING. Thus, being means identity.  All these laws must form the basis for the Global Neighbourhood and for the entire world we would like to form in the near future.

V. Why Have We Lost Our Alchemic Powers

We come with Alchemy.  We are Alchemy.

However, many times in our lives we feel we do not posses Alchemy that will enable us to face our challenges and issues.  It is as if we were out of focus.  Bringing ourselves into focus, into our real Alchemy, demands the identification of some causes and conditions that are responsible for keeping us out of focus.  Here are a few:

Going With Your Emotions.  Emotions are inner blockers.  This may surprise many people.  Pure Alchemy is void of emotions.  Alchemy just is.  Thus, it is very difficult to come into focus when you are dominated by your positive or negative emotions.  Many believe that in a positive state you will be able to focus your life better.  This is not the case, and the results are usually the creation of negative emotions a few days later.  Neither the positive nor the negative emotions help you to refocus.  The real refocusing of your Alchemy takes place within your neutral mind.  It is there where you will be able to go back to the fundamental canvas of human transformation.

Constantly Experiencing Stress.  Stress is the most devastating element in your personal and collective transformation.  Stress may be understood as individual and collective.  Communities are subject to stress.  Cities are subject to stress.  Countries are subject to stress.  The Earth is now being subjected to stress.  This is important because there is Alchemy for the communities, cities, countries and the Earth.  Under stress all your dimensions and the Alchemy accompanying them go out of focus.  The mind fixes itself into the immediate and disregards all the rest in your life; this would be the worst form of Alchemy.

Living in Constant Fear.  Fear is a major source of negativity and a stopper of spiritual transformation.  There are many sources of fear: uncertainty, the unknown, incapacities, etc.  To get rid of fears is a major issue and it often takes a life time to do, particularly when the causes and conditions are difficult to identify and tackle.  It is to a large extent disappointing that there are so many fear factors in our lives and to see how these factors become increasingly important and influential.

High Levels of Toxicity.  Toxicity is prominent in our society.  People get intoxicated with drugs, cigarettes, alcohol and much more.  Their Alchemy goes through the window!! We are also intoxicated with bad thoughts, intent and actions.  Negativity is very powerful and destructive.  Toxicity numbs our senses and, as a result, we do not have the right perception of reality, we do not experience the right Alchemy.  Also, we may get very passive and inactive as a result.  Many of our societies are intoxicated.  It is essential to change directions and detoxify as much and as soon as possible.

Our Values and Belief System.  Our values and belief system is a major filter in our lives.  They distort the neutral nature of Alchemy: what is.  At times, it looks like it is our correct compass and the right source of orientation, or the right Alchemy, when in fact, it is often the contrary.  Thus, we need to review and revise our values and beliefs, and to assess whether they are leading us into the right direction.  Some people maybe sinking in their own value system.

The Discriminating Mind.  The discriminating mind is now excessively developed.  While its importance is essential, this development has quieted or diminished the power of the non-discriminating mind.  True Alchemy is born in emptiness and in the emptiness of the non-discriminating mind.  That mind that is in the neutral space and it is basically non-judgmental.  If we live discriminating we tend to pay too much attention to the outside and little to our inner existence.  Inner Alchemy and Outer Alchemy must be in sink and both must generate a coherent whole in our lives.  One must go with the other.  They are inseparables.

Not Being In The Path of Our Mission.  Our mission and our Alchemy are one.  They should not run in parallel.  Both must be the true point of reference of every aspect of our lives.  Nevertheless, many people do not know what their mission is and, try to apply some form of Alchemy that is not correct.  This makes them feel disoriented and dissatisfied.  When someone is not within the path of one’s mission, and operating with the right Alchemy, everything becomes random or outside the domain of centeredness.  Too much friction, suffering, and decay are the result of the unrecognized missions and paths in life.  To be in focus means to be delivering your mission.  There are no other criteria so fundamental for refocusing.

Inner Disorder.  Inner disorder leads to an unorganized form of Alchemy.  This situation is a very destabilizing force in our lives.  It is as if nothing works. When we feel that our inner self has no horizon, no conductor, no right Alchemy and no mission, the whole mind behaves like a monkey that jumps from branch to branch.  This “monkey mind” is full of thoughts and propositions that end up being unnecessary, accompanied by stress and tension.  To quiet the mind becomes a major effort and the quality of our silence is minimal.  This implies that self healing is minimal and thus inner peace ceases to exist.  Under those conditions it is almost impossible to refocus our lives.

Outer Chaos.  Outer chaos is also a major source of suffering and getting out of focus in our lives.  This the result of a wrong form of outer Alchemy, individually or collective.  In essence, this is why we try to have vacations or moments of rest where the external environment is pristine, orderly, and subtle.  This is when Alchemy meets Natural Law and becomes one.  This is the most powerful form of outer Alchemy.  That external order helps us to refocus our lives and the refocusing process is a major source of rest and recuperation.  

Inability To Reach Higher Levels of Awareness.  The inability to reach higher levels of awareness is a source of wrong decision making and of further inability to refocus.  It is also the cause of not reaching the more subtle and primordial levels of Alchemy. Lower levels of awareness release information that is limited in explaining the nature and scope of refocusing our lives, and keeps us outside the primordial grounds of our lives.  The lower the levels of awareness the less ability we have to focus in relation to who we really are.  This is why it is needed to expand our consciousness and sometimes to even go beyond a three-dimensional level of awareness.  The quality of our Alchemy depends on our level of awareness.

Ignoring The Pyramid of Knowledge.  Ignoring the pyramid of knowledge is a factor that limits our inner and outer capacity to resolve the problems associated with the losses of focus in our lives.  In principle one experience that the problems can only be solved by climbing up at least one step of the pyramid.  No solutions exist at the same level of the problem.  Therefore, it is essential to increase our ability to go further up in the pyramid of knowledge and find the real causes and conditions responsible for the loss of focus. As we climb, we experience more refined levels of Alchemy.

VI.  Application A: The Alchemy of World Peace

Peace has its own new Alchemy.  In many ways, peace is a form of Alchemy that penetrates deeply our minds, bodies and souls.  Those who do not live in peace and those who have never self-realized peace are in an incomplete state of human reality.  It is like a lens that does not bring you to 20x20 vision.  The Alchemy is incomplete.

The present Alchemy of peace and its practices is simply not working at all.  This is simply judging for the outcomes of such Alchemy.  It is not an ideological statement.

The present Alchemy of peace is based on three central ingredients.  Some work in sink with the other two, or each may work in its own right.  These three central ingredients are: military aid, economic assistance, and political negotiations.  All have been conceived as necessary conditions for collective peace, although, reality demonstrates that they are very far from being “sufficient” to the attainment of individual and collective peace.  Let us expand a little bit these premises.

Military Aid.  The theory of The Balance of Power was born of Alchemy that promoted to arm almost all the world, if we were to find peace.  A former President of the USA promoted this and armed the Shah of Iran and Marcos in the Philippines among many others, as foal points to defend from conflict and warranty the peace in a given region.  This Alchemy of peace has proven to be a total failure and not much time should be spent in elaborating the point.  However, many go to war with the hope that such a war will, in the end, bring peace.  This is the wrong for of Alchemy and needs to be progressively eliminated from this planet.  We should all disarm.  This is not a choice but our only moral collective obligation to warranty peace around the world.

Economic Assistance.  Maslov’s theory of The Hierarchy of Human Needs states that at the bottom of the pyramid, and very central to human behaviour, are our basic material needs like food and shelter.  He was of the opinion that it is fundamental that we fulfil those basic needs first and before we satisfy other human needs –i.e., the needs for other elements of life-- including the need for collective peace.  In my view, no where in history has it been proven that higher levels of material welfare only have become an effective instrument to the attainment of individual or collective peace.  If this were the case, then one could suggest that all the countries that are materially rich would be in peace and enjoying this state of peace.  There is nothing further from the truth.  Rich countries have nurtured the Alchemy of war and conflict.  Furthermore, if this approach to the satisfaction of needs were true and effective, it would also suggest that the rich people are peaceful and that the poor people are violent and prone to conflict -- this is something very far from the truth.  While there is no doubt that the satisfaction of material needs is a necessity everywhere, we should not assume that more material welfare will be a sufficient condition for individual and collective peace.   

The Political Dialogue.  There is a lot of truth to the saying: “negotiate, negotiate, negotiate”.  Indeed, watching television, for example, we are able to witness so many instances where negotiations for bi-lateral or multi-lateral peace are taking place.  However, we also see that these negotiations are not that effective.  The maximum that those negotiations are able to do is to stop the fight for a few days.  But, that it is not peace.  Why is it that the political dialogue is not that effective? I believe there are two reasons.  First, because those who are negotiating have never experience the state of peace.  In essence, they do not know what they are negotiating.  Some of the actors are not even at peace with themselves.  Thus, the outcome is not collective peace.  Second, because very few women and young people are principal actors in these negotiations.  I believe there is a tremendous gender and generational gap in political negotiations.

In sum, those are the Alchemy of peace these days, and the world continues waiting for the moment of truth about the fundamentals of collective peace.

A New Alchemy For Collective Peace.  A new Alchemy of peace is needed now.  This Alchemy is based on some fundamental premises.  Examples of these premises are: 

1. Collective peace is a state of being and not a “thing”.

2. Collective peace is to be self realized, be experienced and be lived.

3. Collective peace is the mirror image of our state of collective consciousness.

Based on these three fundamental premises, the new Alchemy of peace may be described as follows: 

(a) Collective peace is the result of inner individual peace.  Thus, collective peace will only result from our experience of inner peace.  Without inner peace there will not be collective peace.  Peace is a state of being and, as such, must be self realized.  The state of peace cannot be bought in a supermarket!

(b) Inner peace is the result of a deep and subtle process of self healing.  Unless we are healed inside us, for example, from anger, fears, anxieties, and the like, it is impossible to truly experience inner peace.  Thus, the emphasis on collective peace must be put on healing.  This is to say, healing ourselves and healing all sentient beings and nature.  Healing as a collective experience.

(c) Self healing could be attained in many different ways, although two of them have captured my personal attention: the power of silence and healing nature (e.g., planting tree for peace).  Thus, collective peace is the result of the power of silence and the healing of nature.

This new Alchemy of peace suggests a large number of interesting issues and challenges.  However, in my personal view, it is worth trying.  Enter into a process of self-healing and you will experience inner peace and through inner peace we will all attain collective peace.

VII. Application B. The Alchemy of Entrepreneurship

Entrepreneurship has also its own Alchemy.  And, the evolution of entrepreneurship is pushing for great changes in Alchemy.

As one sees the development of the private sector in general, and the corporate sector, in particular –in developed and developing countries—it is clear that it has become very global and also universal in nature.

Specifically, business entrepreneurship is more or less the same in every corner of the world, with only very few exceptions.  The aims of corporations is to address issues of production, sales, market shares, costs and benefits, finance, etc.  These are part of an unchangeable core of this universality.

Most of these corporations are intermingled with the banking system everywhere and, thus, very universal in nature.  Any deviation from the universal nature of markets, and the working of those markets, implies serious consequences for the livelihood of those corporations.

However, more recently, there has been a move towards social entrepreneurship.  Simply said, going beyond the business nature of these corporations.  Moving into the relationships, interactions and impacts of corporations on the natural and human environment they operate into.

The notions of Social Corporate Responsibility and the dictum of the Equator Principles in banking and finance are both excellent attempts to move to another set of universal values.

It is not yet clear whether these new universal values are embraced by everyone, or even a large majority of corporations.  But this new wave of corporate principles and practices is beginning to pay off for the corporations themselves as well as the public.

To stay at the level of social entrepreneurship is not sufficient.  Being aware of the external environment is necessary but not sufficient to create a life supporting civilization.

It is essential to move into spiritual entrepreneurship.  This is a form of entrepreneurship where those who are in command of those corporations are also aware of (a) the inner nature of those entities as well as (b) of themselves.  In essence, to be aware that corporations are not really organizations but live organisms in our societies.

In a certain way, the move towards social and spiritual entrepreneurship means the adoption of a tnew set of values.  It means, for example, to move away from the value of profit making, exclusively.

This shift in nature is also possible thanks to the active role of consumers and consumer groups that create awareness of the character and scope of those corporate organisms.

In the end, it is now being demonstrated that there are no contradictions among these forms of entrepreneurships.  A humanistic set of values –like respect for human rights and labour rights—is not tantamount of higher costs or losses in profit levels in the medium and longer term.

Thus, one of the main conclusions I would like to arrive at now, is that it is imperative to consolidate the three forms of entrepreneurships.  This process is at the core of new universal values for organizations in this new millennium.

VIII. Important Forms of Interdependence

The Alchemy of the collective must lead us to a situation where the total will be greater than the sum of its parts.  Otherwise, the world will have a very weak and fragile future.  We are seeing such fragility right now in relation to the price of food and oil, two essential commodities in our material human welfare.  One of the main reasons for this total to be greater than the sum of its parts has to do with the existence of many forms of collective interdependence and, thus, collective Alchemy.  

We are completely interdependent, in every possible sense of the word.  And the nature and scope of this collective interdependence is such that it must change, modify and reform every aspect of our lives.  

Those who believe we are not interdependent must rethink their strategy in life.  But, the nature of togetherness is easier said than done.  Otherwise we would not score so badly on poverty, hunger, misery and marginalization. We would not score so badly on environmental degradation and destruction.  We live in the era of the “collective”, in full “interdependence” with each other.

Let me develop this theme another step further, as this represents the fundamentals of a new collective Alchemy.  This new collective Alchemy is based on three principal forms of interdependence.

The Three Principal Forms of Interdependence.  Today, however, I would like to highlight three fundamental forms of interdependence.  This is the interdependence of three genetic codes: The Genetic Code of Human Beings, The Genetic Code of Nature, and The Genetic Code of The Spirit.

The Genetic Code of Human Beings (GCH).  We all know the existence of our DNA, our material imprint, which manifests in every part of our body, and greatly influences our human welfare (physical, emotional).  In this case, human welfare is understood as being not only on the physical plane but also on the emotional and psychological planes as well.  All of these planes have a form of Alchemy.  This is an area of great research and findings.  As a matter of fact, many have won the Nobel Prize as a result of finding different dimensions or characteristics of this genetic code.  The splicing of genes and the separation of DNA parts and components are examples.  All is Alchemy!!  This genetic code does not exist in isolation of the ones of each and every individual.

The Genetic Code of Nature (GCN).  The foundation of nature and its processes of transformation and evolution (including all living beings) are rooted in Natural Law.  We know and experience Natural Law every day.  The sun rise and the sunset are part of this Natural Law.  The movement of oceans, the wind currents, and the water cycle are also examples of this Natural Law.  Perhaps the most evident example is that of the cycle embodied in summer, fall, winter and spring, and the corresponding implications it has in our material and spiritual welfare.  We all know this.  However, and perhaps less understood, is the influence of Natural Law in everything related to our human existence.  Nothing escapes Natural Law.  Not even our spirituality.  Many of the solutions to our ills and challenges are found in the alignment or realignment with Natural Law.  It is also true that many of the problems are due to the violation of Natural Law.  An example of this violation is the rapid and deep process of environmental destruction.  For a significant group of people the unnecessary killing of animals is a (the) major violation of Natural Law.

The Genetic Code of the Spirit (GCS).  One fundamental premise is that every living being has a mission on Earth.  In particular, human beings have not come here at random.  They are part of an Organized Order, within which all beings belong to (e.g., sentient beings, holy beings, human beings).  In order to fulfil that mission, one is to have the toolkit and the foundation to do so.  No one is thrown ‘naked’ to fail here on the mission.  Thus, this paper refers to the genetic code of the spirit as the architectural foundation (structure) of that mission.  This is an individual and a collective mission at the same time.  Each mission has these individual and collective components (again, heightening the fundamental theme of interdependence).  As for the previous genetic codes, the genetic code of the spirit plays a fundamental role in human welfare in general.  Those who are not in the path of their mission will never maximize their contribution to either themselves or to the rest of all living beings.  Equally important, those who are not in their mission will have serious problems as regards the other two genetic codes.  More often than not, this situation translates in suffering, illnesses, and the like.  The genetic code of the spirit is our Spiritual Imprint.  Thus, it is essential to know our mission and the nature of this genetic code.  For example, if someone is to be here on Earth to self-realize compassion, the genetic code of the spirit will contain the road map and every aspect of that process of self realization.  The same applies to every mission on this Planet.

When human consciousness is very low, most people do not have meaningful experiences, and thus, do not recognize the fundamental interdependence and interconnectedness of these three genetic codes.  As a result, they act accordingly –in a dualistic fashion.  This duality means that people act as if the existing interdependence of those genetic codes have neither to contribute to each other nor to our human transformation.   Contrary to the above, this new paradigm embraces several important dimensions and postulates that one should take carefully into account. 

IX. Spiritual Alchemy

There is a spiritual dimension of Alchemy.  This dimension is very subtle but it is also very practical.  In this sense, experience demonstrates that many forms and practices of spirituality are not really transforming humanity for a better collective destiny.  It is in this sense that I dare to make some suggestions towards an important change and modification regarding how spirituality is practiced today.  It is essential to seek a new spirituality that corresponds to the realities humanity faces in this new millennium.  Herewith some suggestions to consider.

Spirituality Of The People.  Spirituality must go to the people and not the people to spirituality.  Spirituality must be where it is not.. In the past, we have asked people to go to religious and spiritual organizations.  Now is the time to go to the street and offer everyone every possible spiritual instrument and aid.  No more rigidity or hoarding of spiritual knowledge.  The power of the spirit must be embedded in everyday life.  Spirituality should not be seen as a residual of the rest of our lives.  On the contrary, the spiritual paradigm should be guiding all of our spiritual and material existence.k

Spirituality Of Self Realization.  Spirituality contains the instruments, practices and actions leading to self-realization.  To ‘know’ is not sufficient criterion for decisions and for taking action.  This is the era of self-realization, and of inner and outer experiences.  Thus, the golden rule is “so I self realize, so I act”.  In the past we focus on the spirituality of the brain.  Today we must focus on the spirituality of the heart.  One must not separate the object from the subject of spirituality.  Inner science is the one we need to promote.

Spirituality Of Total Unity.  Spirituality is rooted into the genetic codes of each and every human being, into the genetic code of nature, all living and sentient beings, and into the genetic code of the spirit –i.e., your mission in this planet.  It is through spirituality that we inter-connect with all those genetic codes simultaneously.  To separate or segment those three codes leads to suffering, illnesses, and decreasing levels of human welfare.  All is one and one is all.

Spirituality Of Inter-Dependence.  Spirituality heightens our inter-dependence at all levels of our existence.  Individualistic stances are not part of this new spirituality.  Ignoring our inter-dependence is leading many people to loneliness, depression and despair.  It is through diverse and pluralistic inter-dependence that we will find what we need in this new stage of our spirituality.  Just encounter inter-dependence and you will become one with your self and one with every one else.  

Spirituality Of Simplicity and Innocence.  Spirituality is simple.  The most accelerated form of spiritual transformation takes place in our space of total innocence.  This is the space of no judgments.  This is the space where the non-discriminating mind dominates our existence.  This is the state of purest being.  Complexity ruins our relationship with the inner-self and with all the non-material forces that are at stake in our evolution.  It is innocence that accelerates the processes of self-healing and, thus, the processes of approximation to our next stage in our spiritual transformation.

Spirituality Of Exactitude.  Spirituality and all spiritual practices are exact. Many people confuse flexibility with randomness in the path towards spiritual growth.  As shown in the many spiritual disciplines at our disposal in this day and age, every aspect of them is definable and clearly exact.  Exactitude must not be confused with rigidity or dogma.  This is not what is meant here.

Spirituality Of The Other.  Spirituality is all about the other.  The spirituality of me, me, me, has ceased to exist.  This is to say, for example, that the concepts of salvation or enlightenment, and many other concepts embedded in religion and spiritual traditions, are always connected to the other.  Individual salvation or enlightenment, independent of the other simply does not exist.  This is why some have been asked to love others as they love God.  This is why some have been asked to become the Buddha for the sake of others and to assist others in their path towards enlightenment.

Spirituality Of Karma.  Spirituality is to exalt the law of infinite balances.  In the end everything is to be in balance.  This is also known as the law of karma.  This is the law of causes and effects.  This is why the great sages used to teach us that what does not have causes and conditions does not exist.  The practice of spirituality also responds to laws and conditions.  The identification of these is essential to be fully aware of our spiritual evolution.  One of those causes and conditions is our mission on this Earth (the genetic code of the spirit).  This is the time for the spirituality of balances.

Spirituality Of Free Gift.  Spirituality is to be free of costs.  There should be no charges –financial or otherwise—to share spiritual knowledge and practices.  Spirituality is not a business and should not be conducted as such.  This would be a distortion of spirituality for which we will pay dearly.  As many people practice spiritual shopping, many spiritual leaders are charging for what is actually not theirs.

Spirituality Of Non-Doing.  Spirituality is effortless.  Many people make great efforts to become spiritual.  This attitude tires them out and, in the end, they move away from the path.  It is essential to practice the spirituality of non-action.  To be in a state of non-action is NOT passive.  On the contrary, we have to develop major abilities to expand our neutral mind and our non discriminating mind.  There is nothing passive about developing those abilities!

Spirituality Of Non-Having.  Spirituality is not a material possession.  It should not involve attachment to material reality.  This does not mean that we reject or diminish the importance of our material reality.  We live in a material world and therefore we must operate well and effectively.  The message here is one of non attachment.  This is to say, not to make our happiness and joy to depend on those material aspects of life.  This is the spirituality of non-attachment.  
Spirituality Of Non-Knowing.  Spirituality is all about being.  Thus, knowing, doing or having, are not the total essences of spiritual transformation.  However, in the past, there was too much emphasis on knowing and little on being and becoming.  This has now radically shifted and we need to create the conditions for people to experience the states of being they are advocating.  Examples of these states of being and becoming are peace, love, compassion, caring, sharing, and inter-dependence, respect, responsibility, equality…

· Spirituality must be mainstreamed everywhere, including business, economics, finance, government, human rights, and into all our professions.  

· Spirituality must not remain separate or to become a residual of our lives and concerted actions.  It is not possible to be spiritual only during the weekends and then ignore our spirituality.

· Spirituality must be free flowing everywhere and in everyone.  No material constraints must dominate spiritual reality.  To assume that material needs are to be satisfied first and spiritual needs later is a fallacy of great proportions.  It is not only proven wrong but it also leads to the wrong conclusions as regards the relationship between material and spiritual development.

· Spirituality must be conceived as the spirituality in action.  We are all spiritual.  Spirituality is not the prerogative of gurus, lamas, priests, rabbis, imams or any other hierarchical notion of established institutions.  Spirituality is the natural and irrevocable domain of every one.

· Spirituality must dominate our lives today.  Most of the environmental and material crises we observe today are the mirror image of our spiritual crises.  The crises of our inner selves.  Global warming is the result of our inner warming.

· Spirituality must drive the architecture of our destiny.  Human destiny, as individual and collective destiny, together, is to be drawn from our spiritual missions on this planet.  That should inspire all of our actions.

· Spirituality must conquer outcomes as it must conquer processes.  This is essential to be understood.  It is equally important to know where we are going as well as the vehicle that is going to take us there.

· Spirituality must be the glue that anchors us into the natural environment and Natural Law.  Our actions must evolve according to Natural law and cannot be seen as independent of the evolution of the natural environment.

· Spirituality must be action that promotes simultaneously our material and spiritual evolution and growth.  One must go with the other.  And, we must stop development models that portray materially rich societies which are in fact spiritually poor.

· Spirituality must be practiced.  Spirituality is not a theoretical or an abstract proposition.  Somehow it has been made abstract and thus detached from the normal human being in this planet.  In action we must recover true spirituality.

· Spirituality must become the guiding principle of human engagement.  As the wise elders have already spoken: “never get involved in something that has no spirit”.

· Spirituality must be hosted in the hearts and souls of all living beings, sentient beings, holy beings and human beings.  It is all encompassing and all pervading.

· Spirituality must speak to everyone and everywhere.  Exclusion is not the principle guiding action in the spiritual realm.  Everyone and everything must be included.

X. The Alchemy of Spiritual Economics

The world’s economic and financial crises we experience today are only some out of many manifestations of the fundamental need for a re-ordering of our material lives.  This is to say, our individual and collective lives.  However, this re-ordering of our material lives cannot take place without, at the same time, the re-ordering of our spiritual (inner) lives.  This is not just rhetoric.   It is no just a matter of choice for some people and not for others.  It is a profound matter of human transformation and collective destiny.

My own understanding of the intricate and essential relationship between human spirituality and economics has evolved from just pure advocacy of some economic or political system -- to be more just and inclusive-- to a more subtle and profound experience of the role of economics in shaping human transformation and our collective destiny.

I must say from the outset that material economics and its Alchemy are important.  One cannot negate the need to allocate scarce resources efficiently.  This is a very basic proposition that should not be disregarded.  However, there are many other dimensions which must be considered when human beings are making efficient decisions about the material scarcity they confront on a daily basis.  However,  

· Economics is not only the science of scarcity, no matter how important material scarcity is.

· Economics is not only about private and individualistic choices concerning that material scarcity.

· Economics is also about collective choices in relation to that material scarcity.  It is about collective, societal, global, choices.

· Economics is also the science of abundance and how should, or we expect people to behave under conditions of abundance. 

For several centuries, economists have earned their living whether our individual choices are additive and whether they lead to collective outcomes that are greater than the sum of the parts.  What we know from our daily realities is that the total is becoming much less than the sum of its parts.  This is to say, the fact that someone is better off does not necessarily mean that all of us are better off too.  A simple example is that of material economic growth resulting from industrialization, which has, in the end, resulted in more pollution and devastation.  The net gains for all are much less than the net gains by those who were better off from industrialization.

The Alchemy of one of the greatest economists in history, Adam Smith, did focus on the importance that all leads to a larger benefit to the collective. He argued that in the longer term there will be an “invisible hand” that will make sure society will be better off.  This “invisible hand” has been translated in so many ways, none of which are satisfactory, in my personal view.  Some have thought of the government to be that “invisible hand”.  Others have offered various forms of interventions so that in the end we are all better off.

Economists, in their basic economic Alchemy (calculus) have widely accepted the notion of some people being better off and others worse off, if the collective is in the end better off.  I have always felt that this criterion is not only wrong but unethical.  It is imperative that we create economic systems that do not sacrificejj a huge number of people for the welfare of a few.

In shaping a new Alchemy for economics, there is yet another interesting debate having to do with material allocations across future generations.  The Alchemy of inter-temporal choices is of a special kind and complexity.  I believe that most economists have trivialized the issue.  In essence, we should ask ourselves: What are we to leave for the future generations?

The traditional Alchemy of economics has not worked for the large majority of people.  Huge poverty has been created.  The natural environment is being destroyed.  And wars and conflicts have sparked almost everywhere. 

Despite what we might say about “material progress”, for many people, life is a major struggle.  There are very few economists - but a large number of people - who question whether or not the economic and social instruments we use today are the right ones, and whether efforts to increase development, based on the same set of instruments, will actually change development outcomes in favour of the poor, powerless, and voiceless.  Today, we know that our non-material existence is at the roots of what we see, touch, smell, and hear.  In effect, this non-material existence is found, for example, in the subtle intelligence of our vision, and it is this intelligence the one that determines what we actually see.  The same applies to all our senses and their respective inner wisdom.  

If a new Alchemy of economics is to emerge, it is essential to understand that the success or failure of development in many societies cannot be explained by, or be based exclusively on, a narrow notion of material progress or material welfare.  

For example, in Bhutan, the government is not just focusing on progress in the Gross National Product (GNP), which as we know, is a very materialistic way to see both material and non-material existence, but also on the new concept of Gross National Happiness (GNH).  Those who still view matter as the ultimate reason for human existence will ridicule the idea of GNH, and continue to argue that the ultimate source of economics is only material.  

The new Alchemy will put peoples first.  The main focus must be on people as the subject of development.  Therefore, human development is not just a phrase, but a fundamental pillar of whatever we do in development.  Human development is not simply more schooling or information dissemination.  It is about people, their needs, their human betterment, and their happiness.

An effective pathway into a new future needs a new economics and a new economics needs a new human consciousness. Economics is no more than a collection of values (rationally or implicitly declared) that have determined/explained/rationalized decisions responsible for the negative outcomes we see (e.g. environmental destruction, poverty).  Therefore, in order to understand the negative outcomes of many development programs, it is necessary to question the values underlying the decisions that created those outcomes.  These values guide the basis of the assumptions, the cultural dimensions, and the vocabulary policy makers embrace in relation to development decisions. 

If the Alchemy of economics continues to be based on individualistic values, the outcomes for the collective will be less desirable.  If these values are humanistic in nature --e.g., love, compassion, dignity, caring, sharing, fraternity, justice, human identity-- the outcomes will be completely different and, most probably, acceptable to the collective.

The shifts in this direction will by design pay more attention to the quality of development.  Quality of development in the public and private sectors.   This is why many businesses are addressing the issue of “Corporate Social Responsibility”, which in a sense represents a form of institutional space within which entrepreneurs, managers, owners, workers, stockholders, and investors decide whether to embrace a new set of corporate values for the good of humanity and not just the corporation.  

The new Alchemy of economics must embrace also the notion of social and human “responsibility” that is to guide economic thinking and practice.   In particular, economics cannot be practiced in an ethical and moral vacuum.  Therefore, we must open the doors for a revolution in values: values that are humanistic and spiritual.  It is these new values that must form the basis of a new economics called: spiritual economics.   This science, art, or practice should not focus just on human behaviour under material scarcity but should be based on attaining the highest levels of human consciousness and awareness.  

Spiritual economics should be based on:  

· the self-realization of humanistic and spiritual values;

· the fundamental importance of our non-material existence; 

· the superior value of human betterment in which all aspects of matter and non-matter must be aligned; 

· the value of the inner experience and inner development of all living beings;  

· the principles of universality and inclusion, no matter who and no matter where;

· the view that every aspect of human transformation is an organismic component of the laws of nature; 

· the premise that people come first, not as numbers or emotions, but as a matter of unconditional commitment for all to benefit from development and progress;

· the understanding that for human beings to prosper, caring for nature and the natural environment is a key component of these values; 

· the notion that the welfare of the collective is to be pursued, with great importance to the collective creation and distribution of that welfare.

The material needs approach has become central to the practice of what we should label ‘outer economics’. This is an economics where the fulfilment of those needs is found solely outside of us.  Because outer economics has benefited only a few, it is time we try to develop also inner economics (the other side of the same coin) that can strengthen outer economic actions and propositions.   Outer and inner economics must become one strong and powerful discipline.

Therefore, being materially rich cannot be the end of our human story; it is just one dimension of our existence in human-material-form.  We must create societies that are also spiritually rich via the economic paradigm. The risk we run by accepting the idea that we are only “human having” and “human doing” and not “human knowing” and human beings” is to condemn humanity to a life that may end up being both materially and spiritually poor.  This would be a world of no hope, filled with violence, intolerance, and human suffering.  

If we are to alleviate poverty, protect the natural and human environment in its highest expression (both material and spiritual), and provide for future generations, it will be spiritual economics  and its Alchemy that will provide the foundation of our lives in this new millennium.

XI. Final Thoughts For a New Alchemy of Life

As we end this International Conference, and I come to close my own presentation, let me conclude with a few dimensions that are at the core of the New Alchemy of Life.  These dimensions are interdependent of each other.

First, The Alchemy of Self-Realization.  Alchemy must become the vehicle for self realization.  In the past we craved for more knowledge.  Today we must align with inner experience and self realization.

Second, The Alchemy of Our Collective Destiny.  Individualistic approaches to life have yielded the right results.  There is more poverty, environmental destruction, conflict and human insecurity than ever before.  Now is the time for the collective, and it is essential that we focus on the creation and distribution of collective wealth and its derivatives, and on our collective destiny. 

Third, The Alchemy of The People.  It is essential to give renewed importance to the Alchemy of the people, human beings, and all sentient beings.  Alchemy must have a human face and be nurtured by the elements that establish true human existence.

Fourth, The Alchemy of Natural Law. The Alchemy of the five elements of life –water, earth, fire, wind and space—will continue to be the foundation of all we do, and it will determine whether we are effective in implementing adequate processes for self healing.  This Alchemy will continue to dominate our lives and it is essential we embrace such Alchemy.

Fifth, The Alchemy of Self-Healing.  It has become ever evident that we are to be in constant healing.  Inner healing and outer healing have the same origin and the same destination.  This Alchemy is to continue to be developed and taught to all people, so that inner peace flourishes everywhere in the world.                 

Sixth, The Alchemy of Total Interdependence.  Nothing is independent and nothing is permanent.  Thus, the new Alchemy must create the conditions to experience all forms of interdependence and all forms of human interactions.  This Alchemy must heal our senses so that we do not filter out any form of interdependence existence.

Seventh, The Alchemy of Equal Intelligence. Everyone and everything have the same intelligence.  Nothing is inferior.  Nothing is to be left behind.  Our ignorance should not dominate the world of relationships, independently of whatever and wherever they are.  To assume that nature is less intelligent, has de facto been the main source of ecological destruction.

Eighth, The Alchemy of The Present, Past And Future.  Alchemy must be the vehicle through which we are able to experience the past and future during the present.  Thus, union with the past is as important as union to the future.  The Alchemy of Origin must be as powerful as the Alchemy of Destination.

Let me end now by saying that Alchemy is All and Alchemy is One.

Thank you very much.

PAGE  
1

